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When it appeared in 1670, Baruch Spinoza's Theological-Political Treatise was denounced as the most
dangerous book ever published--"godless," "full of abominations," "a book forged in hell . . . by the devil
himself." Religious and secular authorities saw it as a threat to faith, social and political harmony, and
everyday morality, and its author was almost universally regarded as a religious subversive and political
radical who sought to spread atheism throughout Europe. Yet Spinoza's book has contributed as much as the
Declaration of Independence or Thomas Paine's Common Sense to modern liberal, secular, and democratic
thinking. In A Book Forged in Hell, Steven Nadler tells the fascinating story of this extraordinary book: its
radical claims and their background in the philosophical, religious, and political tensions of the Dutch
Golden Age, as well as the vitriolic reaction these ideas inspired.

It is not hard to see why Spinoza's Treatise was so important or so controversial, or why the uproar it caused
is one of the most significant events in European intellectual history. In the book, Spinoza became the first to
argue that the Bible is not literally the word of God but rather a work of human literature; that true religion
has nothing to do with theology, liturgical ceremonies, or sectarian dogma; and that religious authorities
should have no role in governing a modern state. He also denied the reality of miracles and divine
providence, reinterpreted the nature of prophecy, and made an eloquent plea for toleration and democracy.

A vivid story of incendiary ideas and vicious backlash, A Book Forged in Hell will interest anyone who is
curious about the origin of some of our most cherished modern beliefs.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Brooks:

This book untitled A Book Forged in Hell: Spinoza's Scandalous Treatise and the Birth of the Secular Age to
be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get
a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it
via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your
list.

Stephen Beatty:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled A Book Forged in Hell: Spinoza's Scandalous
Treatise and the Birth of the Secular Age can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to
you.

Sheila Kilburn:

Exactly why? Because this A Book Forged in Hell: Spinoza's Scandalous Treatise and the Birth of the
Secular Age is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt
you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go
to the publication store hurriedly.

Keith Reese:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book A Book Forged in Hell: Spinoza's Scandalous
Treatise and the Birth of the Secular Age was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book A Book Forged in Hell: Spinoza's Scandalous Treatise and the Birth of the Secular Age has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan
you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored,
any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like
reading that will.
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