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In this examination of stand-up comedy, Rebecca Krefting establishes a new genre of comedic production,
"charged humor," and charts its pathways from production to consumption. Some jokes are tears in the fabric
of our beliefs?they challenge myths about how fair and democratic our society is and the behaviors and
practices we enact to maintain those fictions. Jokes loaded with vitriol and delivered with verve, charged
humor compels audiences to action, artfully summoning political critique.

Since the institutionalization of stand-up comedy as a distinct cultural form, stand-up comics have leveraged
charged humor to reveal social, political, and economic stratifications. All Joking Aside offers a history of
charged comedy from the mid-twentieth century to the early aughts, highlighting dozens of talented comics
from Dick Gregory and Robin Tyler to Micia Mosely and Hari Kondabolu.

The popularity of charged humor has waxed and waned over the past sixty years. Indeed, the history of
charged humor is a tale of intrigue and subversion featuring dive bars, public remonstrations, fickle
audiences, movie stars turned politicians, commercial airlines, emergent technologies, neoliberal mind-sets,
and a cavalcade of comic misfits with an ax to grind. Along the way, Krefting explores the fault lines in the
modern economy of humor, why men are perceived to be funnier than women, the perplexing popularity of
modern-day minstrelsy, and the way identities are packaged and sold in the marketplace.

Appealing to anyone interested in the politics of humor and generating implications for the study of any form
of popular entertainment, this history reflects on why we make the choices we do and the collective power of
our consumptive practices. Readers will be delighted by the broad array of comic talent spotlighted in this
book, and for those interested in comedy with substance, it will offer an alternative punchline.
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From reader reviews:

Homer Anderson:

The book All Joking Aside: American Humor and Its Discontents can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book All Joking Aside:
American Humor and Its Discontents? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one
aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are
able to share all of these. Book All Joking Aside: American Humor and Its Discontents has simple shape but
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up
and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Richard Moyer:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This All Joking Aside: American Humor
and Its Discontents is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon.
If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Irene Delong:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That All Joking Aside: American Humor and Its
Discontents can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they
don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have All Joking Aside: American
Humor and Its Discontents.

Leona Hicks:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book All Joking Aside: American Humor and Its Discontents. You can add your knowledge
by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It
is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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