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The first book to reveal the history of Western sexual mysticism

• Reveals the secret sexual practices that have been used since ancient Greece to achieve mystical union with
God

• Details the sects and individuals who transmitted the radical sexual practices that orthodox Christianity
never completely silenced

• Distinguishes between sexual magic and sexual mysticism

Beginning with the ancient Greek Mystery traditions, Gnosticism, and the practices in early Christianity,
Arthur Versluis uncovers the secret line of Western sexual mysticism that, like the Tantra of the East, seeks
transcendence or union with God through sexual practices. Throughout antiquity, and right into the present
day, sexuality has played an important, if largely hidden, role in religious traditions and practices. This
includes not only Christian but also kabbalistic and hermetic alchemical currents of sexual mysticism, many
discussed together here for the first time.

In the Mystery tradition of hieros gamos (sacred marriage) and the Gnostic tradition of spiritual marriage, we
see the possibility of divine union in which sexual union is the principal sign or symbol. Key to these
practices is the inner or archetypal union of above and below, the intermingling of the revelatory divine
world with the mundane earthly one. Versluis shows that these secret currents of sexual mysticism helped
fuel the rise of the troubadours and their erotic doctrine, the esoteric teachings of Jacob Böhme in the late
16th century, the 19th-century utopian communities of John Humphrey Noyes and Thomas Lake Harris, the
free love movement of the 20th century, and the modern writings of Denis de Rougemont and Alan Watts.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Scully:

This The Secret History of Western Sexual Mysticism: Sacred Practices and Spiritual Marriage tend to be
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The
Secret History of Western Sexual Mysticism: Sacred Practices and Spiritual Marriage can be one of several
great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you
actually with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this
The Secret History of Western Sexual Mysticism: Sacred Practices and Spiritual Marriage giving you an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Richard Hunt:

Why? Because this The Secret History of Western Sexual Mysticism: Sacred Practices and Spiritual
Marriage is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap
you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Hoyt Adkins:

Beside this kind of The Secret History of Western Sexual Mysticism: Sacred Practices and Spiritual
Marriage in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information
and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live
in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Secret History of Western Sexual Mysticism: Sacred
Practices and Spiritual Marriage because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
often have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from right now!

Troy Kemp:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Secret History of Western Sexual Mysticism:
Sacred Practices and Spiritual Marriage was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book The Secret History of Western Sexual Mysticism: Sacred Practices and Spiritual Marriage has many
kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can



read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.
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