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Alexander the Great became king of Macedon in 336 BC, when he was only 20 years old, and died at the age
of 32, twelve years later. During his reign he conquered the Achaemenid Persian Empire, the largest empire
that had ever existed, leading his army from Greece to Pakistan, and from the Libyan desert to the steppes of
Central Asia. His meteoric career, as leader of an alliance of Greek cities, Pharaoh of Egypt, and King of
Persia, had a profound effect on the world he moved through. Even in his lifetime his achievements became
legendary and in the centuries that following his story was told and retold throughout Europe and the East.
Greek became the language of power in the Eastern Mediterranean and much of the Near East, as powerful
Macedonian dynasts carved up Alexander's empire into kingdoms of their own, underlaying the flourishing
Hellenistic civilization that emerged after his death.

But what do we really know about Alexander? In this Very Short Introduction, Hugh Bowden goes behind
the usual historical accounts of Alexander's life and career. Instead, he focuses on the evidence from
Alexander's own time -- letters from officials in Afghanistan, Babylonian diaries, records from Egyptian
temples -- to try and understand how Alexander appeared to those who encountered him. In doing so he also
demonstrates the profound influence the legends of his life have had on our historical understanding and the
controversy they continue to generate worldwide.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in
a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

George Clark:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Alexander the Great: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Wendy Miller:

The reason? Because this Alexander the Great: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your talent and
your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Rene King:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Alexander the Great: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Alexander the Great: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has many kinds or genre.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that
you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.

Shannon Thomas:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It
is called of book Alexander the Great: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). You can
include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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