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Nudity in religious art had been virtually all shameful for the first 1400 years of Christianity—sinners
burning in Hell, Adam and Eve after The Fall. But in the early Italian Renaissance, the nude human body can
be found with dignity and beauty even in religious art. How were centuries of religious beliefs and traditions
overcome? Renaissance Eroticism at the Dawn explores this question. It focuses on a detailed study of the
first freestanding nude statue since antiquity, Donatello’s puzzling bronze “David.” In the popular mind this
statue has long been simply the Biblical David standing on the head of Goliath, but experts have found it to
be in fact quite mysterious in its details and it has never made sense simply as the slaying of Goliath. It is
argued here however that mysterious details of the statue do make good sense in a historical intellectual
context that has now become better understood. The general context was an effort in Italian Christian
intellectual circles (loosely, the Humanist Zeitgeist) to recover a pure spirituality, unadulterated by the
dogmas and politics of the then oppressive Roman Church. Intellectual Christians scoured ancient
philosophical, magical, and mythological texts for possible insights into universal and authentic spiritual
truths that they felt had been suppressed and denied them by theocrats. Northern European Protestants had
much the same complaints with Roman dogma but took their resentments in very different directions with
the Reformation. Renaissance Eroticism at the Dawn examines the details of “David” in the context of
modern readings of spiritual trends in 15th century Neo-Platonism, Hermeticism, Kabbalah, spiritual
alchemy, mythological allegory, magic, and numerology. These were once dismissed as “esoteric” or
“occult,” superstitious beliefs. But scholars began to study them more seriously in recent decades—for
example to better understand the roots of modern CONCEPTUAL science. These have now come to be
regarded as important “proto-sciences” and “alternative spiritualities.” Of course Renaissance spirituality
also forms an important chapter not only for the history of science but also for the complex history of
Christian thought and of the Reformation and Counter-Reformation—and indeed for the development of the
modern mind. The deeper motivational question looms: What strong compulsions—what powerful human
aspirations—could have led bright people to persist doggedly at such efforts, that from our contemporary
perspective can seem nonsensical? A consideration of the potential “esoteric” spirituality in “David” is an
opportunity to explore the personal and emotional dimensions of that remarkably rich, diverse, and
historically transformative climate of questioning, investigation, and speculation in Renaissance Italy.
Renaissance, Eros, Plato, Neo-Platonism, Donatello, occult, esoteric, alchemy, magic, Ficino, Florence, putti,
Amor-Atys, nudity, baptism, Pagan, Christianity, history of science, sensuality, Pico de Mirandola,
mythology, Reformation, Council of Trent, Council of Florence, Dante, homosexual, androgyny.

 Download Renaissance Eroticism at the Dawn: Donatello's "Da ...pdf

 Read Online Renaissance Eroticism at the Dawn: Donatello's " ...pdf

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1517542146
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1517542146
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1517542146
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1517542146
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1517542146
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1517542146
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1517542146
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1517542146


Download and Read Free Online Renaissance Eroticism at the Dawn: Donatello's "David" Philip J.
Regal

From reader reviews:

Madeline Wayt:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Renaissance Eroticism at the Dawn: Donatello's
"David". You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important some sort of book Renaissance Eroticism at the Dawn: Donatello's "David". You can add know-
how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you
can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Valerie Wright:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Renaissance Eroticism at
the Dawn: Donatello's "David" will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence
if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make
you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
suitable book with you?

Aaron Jack:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Renaissance Eroticism at the
Dawn: Donatello's "David", you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come
on its known as reading friends.

Alan Archuleta:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The Renaissance Eroticism at the Dawn: Donatello's "David" will give you new experience in
examining a book.
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