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What does the imminent death of the family farm mean to the average American? A great deal, declares
Hanson, who as both a farmer and a classics professor (California State University-Fresno) imbues this
provocative, eloquent polemic with personal experience plus an unshakeable agrarian vision that harks back
to Greece, Rome and the early American republic. Agribusiness, says Hanson, has obliterated the rural
culture that once was the matrix of American society. The superabundance bestowed by corporate mega-
farms, he adds, comes at a price: factory farms, propped up by mostly hidden government support and
dependent on toxic pesticides and fertilizers, pollute the air, water and soil as they turn out bland, tasteless
produce for a voracious, rootless and soulless consumerist society. Hanson (Fields Without Dreams) is
totally unsentimental about small-scale independent farming; far from being tranquil, bucolic and simple, he
reports, it is a brutal, dirty, maddening, messy, always difficult, sometimes deadly pursuit. Yet family
farming, he insists, cultivates bedrock values -- reliance on self and family, distrust of complexity and
bureaucracy, skepticism of taxation, willingness to stand up to evil (whether the enemy be insects, weeds or
monopolistic landowners) -- values that are integral to a resilient, egalitarian democracy but that he believes
are now in short supply. Hanson models these impassioned essays on Crevecoeur's 1782 classic Letters from
an American Farmer and sprinkles his barbed critique of contemporary American culture with allusions to
Virgil, Pericles, Pindar, Euripides and Thucydides. Even if readers don't plan to go back to nature, his feisty,
curmudgeonly,challenging, ruminative essays provide much food for thought.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Barbour:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about
the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this The Land
Was Everything: Letters from an American Farmer.

Hector Naranjo:

The reason? Because this The Land Was Everything: Letters from an American Farmer is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your talent and
your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Calvin Baker:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Land Was Everything: Letters from an
American Farmer can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than
the others?

Kenisha Perkins:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Land Was Everything: Letters from
an American Farmer to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn
it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to
open up a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve The Land Was Everything: Letters from an American
Farmer can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of
that time.
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