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Between 1901 and 1907, a broad coalition of Protestant churches sought to expel newly elected Reed Smoot
from the Senate, arguing that as an apostle in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Smoot was a
lawbreaker and therefore unfit to be a lawmaker. The resulting Senate investigative hearing featured
testimony on every peculiarity of Mormonism, especially its polygamous family structure. The Smoot
hearing ultimately mediated a compromise between Progressive Era Protestantism and Mormonism and
resolved the nation's long-standing "Mormon Problem." On a broader scale, Kathleen Flake shows how this
landmark hearing provided the occasion for the country--through its elected representatives, the daily press,
citizen petitions, and social reform activism--to reconsider the scope of religious free exercise in the new
century.
Flake contends that the Smoot hearing was the forge in which the Latter-day Saints, the Protestants, and the
Senate hammered out a model for church-state relations, shaping for a new generation of non-Protestant and
non-Christian Americans what it meant to be free and religious. In addition, she discusses the Latter-day
Saints' use of narrative and collective memory to retain their religious identity even as they changed to meet
the nation's demands.
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From reader reviews:

George Foulds:

The book The Politics of American Religious Identity: The Seating of Senator Reed Smoot, Mormon
Apostle gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more
increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with
your subject. If you can make examining a book The Politics of American Religious Identity: The Seating of
Senator Reed Smoot, Mormon Apostle being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add
your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like open up and read a guide The Politics of American Religious Identity: The Seating of
Senator Reed Smoot, Mormon Apostle. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Rachel Robbins:

The particular book The Politics of American Religious Identity: The Seating of Senator Reed Smoot,
Mormon Apostle has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research just
before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this
book.

Martin Thomas:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
The Politics of American Religious Identity: The Seating of Senator Reed Smoot, Mormon Apostle your
brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for
but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one application
form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The The Politics of American
Religious Identity: The Seating of Senator Reed Smoot, Mormon Apostle giving you another experience
more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular
era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you
are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

Gary Ritchie:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by
reading a book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book
everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The
Politics of American Religious Identity: The Seating of Senator Reed Smoot, Mormon Apostle which is



getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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