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In recent decades the study of British foreign policy and diplomacy has broadened in focus. No longer is it
enough for historians to look at the actions of the elite figures - diplomats and foreign secretaries - in
isolation; increasingly the role of their advisers and subordinates, and those on the fringes of the diplomatic
world, is recognised as having exerted critical influence on key decisions and policies. This volume gives
further impetus to this revelation, honing in on the fringes of British diplomacy through a selection of case
studies of individuals who were able to influence policy. By contextualising each study, the volume explores
the wider circles in which these individuals moved, exploring the broader issues affecting the processes of
foreign policy. Not the least of these is the issue of official mindsets and of networks of influence in Britain
and overseas, inculcated, for example, in the leading public schools, at the Universities of Oxford and
Cambridge, and in gentlemen's clubs in London's West End. As such the volume contributes to the growing
literature on human agency as well as mentalite studies in the history of international relations. Moreover it
also highlights related themes which have been insufficiently studied by international historians, for
example, the influence that outside groups such as missionaries and the press had on the shaping of foreign
policy and the role that strategy, intelligence and the experience of war played in the diplomatic process.
Through such an approach the workings of British diplomacy during the high-tide of empire is revealed in
new and intriguing ways.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Moss:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled On the Fringes of
Diplomacy? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other
opinion?

Jennifer Walker:

Often the book On the Fringes of Diplomacy will bring that you the new experience of reading any book.
The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very
suited to you. The book On the Fringes of Diplomacy is much recommended to you to read. You can also get
the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Audrey Spence:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The On the Fringes of Diplomacy offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

James Voyles:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top checklist in your reading list is usually On the Fringes of Diplomacy. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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