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The present work has three principal objectives: (1) to fix the chronology of the development of the pre-
Euclidean theory of incommensurable magnitudes beginning from the first discoveries by fifth-century
Pythago reans, advancing through the achievements of Theodorus of Cyrene, Theaetetus, Archytas and
Eudoxus, and culminating in the formal theory of Elements X; (2) to correlate the stages of this developing
theory with the evolution of the Elements as a whole; and (3) to establish that the high standards of rigor
characteristic of this evolution were intrinsic to the mathematicians' work. In this third point, we wish to
counterbalance a prevalent thesis that the impulse toward mathematical rigor was purely a response to the
dialecticians' critique of foundations; on the contrary, we shall see that not until Eudoxus does there appear
work which may be described as purely foundational in its intent. Through the examination of these
problems, the present work will either alter or set in a new light virtually every standard thesis about the
fourth-century Greek geometry. I. THE PRE-EUCLIDEAN THEORY OF INCOMMENSURABLE
MAGNITUDES The Euclidean theory of incommensurable magnitudes, as preserved in Book X of the
Elements, is a synthetic masterwork. Yet there are detect able seams in its structure, seams revealed both
through terminology and through the historical clues provided by the neo-Platonist commentator Proclus.
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From reader reviews:

Bettina Cutler:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The Evolution of the Euclidean Elements: A Study of the
Theory of Incommensurable Magnitudes and Its Significance for Early Greek Geometry (Synthese Historical
Library). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important some sort of book The Evolution of the Euclidean Elements: A Study of the Theory of
Incommensurable Magnitudes and Its Significance for Early Greek Geometry (Synthese Historical Library).
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since
from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Alberto Meyer:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Evolution of the Euclidean Elements: A
Study of the Theory of Incommensurable Magnitudes and Its Significance for Early Greek Geometry
(Synthese Historical Library) book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Paul Heisler:

The reason why? Because this The Evolution of the Euclidean Elements: A Study of the Theory of
Incommensurable Magnitudes and Its Significance for Early Greek Geometry (Synthese Historical Library)
is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will
go to the guide store hurriedly.

Therese Watson:

The Evolution of the Euclidean Elements: A Study of the Theory of Incommensurable Magnitudes and Its
Significance for Early Greek Geometry (Synthese Historical Library) can be one of your nice books that are



good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Evolution of the
Euclidean Elements: A Study of the Theory of Incommensurable Magnitudes and Its Significance for Early
Greek Geometry (Synthese Historical Library) nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader
the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.
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