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In the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, the German intellectual world was challenged by a
growing distrust in the rational ideals of the enlightenment, and consequently by a belief in the existence of a
radical ‘cultural crisis’. One response to this crisis was the emergence of ‘Life Philosophy’, which celebrated
the irrational, expressive, instinctive and spontaneous, while rejecting the rational, conscious, and logical.
Around the same time and place, Zionist thought crystallized. It discussed issues like the ‘Jewish essence’,
the creation of a new Jewish person and a new Jewish community, return to the Jewish homeland, and the
negation of the diasporic way of life.

This book explores the connections between Zionism and Life Philosophy, and argues that Life Philosophy
represents a modern secularized version of gnostic dualism between God and world, and that this was a
particular secular impulse that lay at the core of the Zionist political mission. Consisting of two main
sections, the book first shows the manner in which Life Philosophy should be understood as a modern,
secularized, gnostic theology, before concluding by discussing its political Zionist interpretation.

Drawing on published works of a wide range of thinkers and intellectuals, alongside a variety of unpublished
materials, this book will be welcomed by students and scholars of Jewish studies, the philosophy of Judaism,
and religion and philosophy more generally.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Dean:

The book Modern Gnosis and Zionism: The Crisis of Culture, Life Philosophy and Jewish National Thought
(Routledge Jewish Studies Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why must we leave a good thing like a book Modern Gnosis and Zionism: The Crisis of Culture, Life
Philosophy and Jewish National Thought (Routledge Jewish Studies Series)? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for
that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Modern Gnosis and Zionism: The Crisis
of Culture, Life Philosophy and Jewish National Thought (Routledge Jewish Studies Series) has simple
shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Justin Davis:

This Modern Gnosis and Zionism: The Crisis of Culture, Life Philosophy and Jewish National Thought
(Routledge Jewish Studies Series) is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if
you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Modern Gnosis and
Zionism: The Crisis of Culture, Life Philosophy and Jewish National Thought (Routledge Jewish Studies
Series) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We
can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do
that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Joshua Little:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This reserve Modern Gnosis and Zionism: The Crisis of Culture, Life Philosophy
and Jewish National Thought (Routledge Jewish Studies Series) was filled concerning science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book.
In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Cassandra Harvey:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Modern Gnosis and Zionism: The



Crisis of Culture, Life Philosophy and Jewish National Thought (Routledge Jewish Studies Series) to make
your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and studying
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the e-book
Modern Gnosis and Zionism: The Crisis of Culture, Life Philosophy and Jewish National Thought
(Routledge Jewish Studies Series) can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing
what must you're doing of these time.
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