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American foreign policy often looks like a trail of man-made debris and disaster. Of course, the explanations
for many poorly-made decisions are rather complex. In this brief and cogent analysis, Houghton shows us
that understanding American foreign policy often comes down to recognizing the cognitive limitations of the
decision-makers, which affects the foreign policy process. Then there is the nature of the decisions
themselves. Quite a few decisions in American foreign policy involve ‘tragic’ choices, where leaders are
effectively confronted with a series of progressively bad or uncomfortable options. And it is equally clear
that some policies are not the product of any one individual’s preferences, but emerge as a consequence of
the way in which complex modern governments with large bureaucracies operate.

Written with the interested layperson in mind, as well as students of international affairs, this Citizen’s Guide
to American Foreign Policy asks questions like, "Why do presidents so often do things which seem to be
directly against the national interests of the United States – not just in retrospect, but even at the time?"
"Why do there seem to be so many fiascoes in US foreign policy?" "Why does Congress sometimes tie the
hands of the president in foreign affairs?" "Why do presidents seem to respond more to opinion polls or to
what’s on CNN and Fox News than they do to the core interests of the United States?" Houghton’s overview
helps us see past the partisan in-fighting that too often obscures the central issues in foreign affairs. This is
vital, required reading for all readers who wish to better understand America’s involvement in the world.
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From reader reviews:

John James:

The publication untitled A Citizen's Guide to American Foreign Policy: Tragic Choices and the Limits of
Rationality (Citizen Guides to Politics and Public Affairs) is the reserve that recommended to you to see.
You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use
to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write the book, and
so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of A
Citizen's Guide to American Foreign Policy: Tragic Choices and the Limits of Rationality (Citizen Guides to
Politics and Public Affairs) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Juan Farley:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic from the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the reserve untitled A Citizen's Guide to American Foreign Policy: Tragic Choices and the Limits of
Rationality (Citizen Guides to Politics and Public Affairs) can be good book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Sam Hasse:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and A Citizen's Guide to American Foreign Policy:
Tragic Choices and the Limits of Rationality (Citizen Guides to Politics and Public Affairs) or others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more
and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are
helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes A
Citizen's Guide to American Foreign Policy: Tragic Choices and the Limits of Rationality (Citizen Guides to
Politics and Public Affairs) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Sarah Acres:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by



book. Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims A Citizen's
Guide to American Foreign Policy: Tragic Choices and the Limits of Rationality (Citizen Guides to Politics
and Public Affairs).
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