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Raymond Carver?s spare dramas of loneliness, despair, and troubled relationships breathed new life into the
American short story of the 1970s and ?80s. In collections such as Will You Please Be Quiet, Please? and
What We Talk About When We Talk About Love, Carver wrote with unflinching exactness about men and
women enduring lives on the knife-edge of poverty and other deprivations. Beneath his pared-down surfaces
run disturbing, violent undercurrents. Suggestive rather than explicit, and seeming all the more powerful for
what is left unsaid, Carver?s stories were held up as exemplars of a new school in American fiction known as
minimalism or ?dirty realism,? a movement whose wide influence continues to this day. Carver?s stories
were brilliant in their detachment and use of the oblique, ambiguous gesture, yet there were signs of a
different sort of sensibility at work. In books such as Cathedral and the later tales included in the collected
stories volume Where I?m Calling From, Carver revealed himself to be a more expansive writer than in the
earlier published books, displaying Chekhovian sympathies toward his characters and relying less on
elliptical effects.

In gathering all of Carver?s stories, including early sketches and posthumously discovered works, The
Library of America?s Collected Stories provides a comprehensive overview of Carver?s career as we have
come to know it: the promise of Will You Please Be Quiet, Please? and the breakthrough of What We Talk
About, on through the departures taken in Cathedral and the pathos of the late stories. But it also prompts a
fresh consideration of Carver by presenting Beginners, an edition of the manuscript of What We Talk About
When We Talk About Love that Carver submitted to Gordon Lish, his editor and a crucial influence on his
development. Lish?s editing was so extensive that at one point Carver wrote him an anguished letter asking
him not to publish the book; now, for the first time, readers can read both the manuscript and published
versions of the collection that established Carver as a major American writer. Offering a fascinating window
into the complex, fraught relation between writer and editor, Beginners expands our sense of Carver and is
essential reading for anyone who cares about his achievement.
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From reader reviews:

George Clark:

This Raymond Carver: Collected Stories (Library of America) book is simply not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Raymond Carver: Collected Stories (Library of America) without we
recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry
Raymond Carver: Collected Stories (Library of America) can bring when you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This
Raymond Carver: Collected Stories (Library of America) having good arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Jeffery Fulmer:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Raymond Carver: Collected
Stories (Library of America) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Pablo Cook:

Often the book Raymond Carver: Collected Stories (Library of America) has a lot info on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading
this article book.

John Almanzar:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is actually
Raymond Carver: Collected Stories (Library of America).
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