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“Dazzling. . . The most revolutionary reimagining of Jefferson’s life ever.” –Ron Charles, Washington
Post

"Utterly arresting." —The Wall Street Journal

A debut novel about Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings, in whose story the conflict between the American
ideal of equality and the realities of slavery and racism played out in the most tragic of terms.
 
Novels such as Toni Morrison’s Beloved, The Known World by Edward P. Jones, James McBride’s The
Good Lord Bird and Cloudsplitter by Russell Banks are a part of a long tradition of American fiction that
plumbs the moral and human costs of history in ways that nonfiction simply can't. Now Stephen O’Connor
joins this company with a profoundly original exploration of the many ways that the institution of slavery
warped the human soul, as seen through the story of Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings. O’Connor’s
protagonists are rendered via scrupulously researched scenes of their lives in Paris and at Monticello that
alternate with a harrowing memoir written by Hemings after Jefferson’s death, as well as with dreamlike
sequences in which Jefferson watches a movie about his life, Hemings fabricates an "invention" that
becomes the whole world, and they run into each other "after an unimaginable length of time" on the New
York City subway. O'Connor is unsparing in his rendition of the hypocrisy of the Founding Father and
slaveholder who wrote "all men are created equal,” while enabling Hemings to tell her story in a way history
has not allowed her to. His important and beautifully written novel is a deep moral reckoning, a story about
the search for justice, freedom and an ideal world—and about the survival of hope even in the midst of
catastrophe.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Northcutt:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time
those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Thomas Jefferson Dreams of Sally Hemings: A Novel as
your daily resource information.

Daniel Caudle:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of
various ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone
more imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Thomas Jefferson Dreams of Sally Hemings: A Novel, you may tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
publication.

Cynthia Kipp:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about
the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always
try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of
them is this Thomas Jefferson Dreams of Sally Hemings: A Novel.

Norma Baumgarten:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This reserve Thomas Jefferson Dreams of Sally Hemings: A Novel was filled with
regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can



sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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