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Over the past fifty years, the federal government's efforts to reform American public education have
transformed U.S. schools from locally-run enterprises into complex systems jointly constructed by federal,
state, and local actors. The construction of this federal schoolhouse-an educational system with common
national expectations and practices-has fundamentally altered both education politics and the norms
governing educational policy at the local level.

Building the Federal Schoolhouse examines these issues through an in-depth, fifty-year examination of
federal educational policies in the community of Alexandria, Virginia, a wealthy yet socially diverse suburb
of Washington, D.C. The epochal social transformations that swept through America in the past half century
hit Alexandria with particular force, transforming its Jim Crow school system into a new immigrant gateway
district within two generations. Along the way, the school system has struggled to provide quality education
for special needs students, and has sought to overcome the legacies of tracking and segregated learning while
simultaneously retaining upper-middle class students. Most recently, it has grappled with state and federally
imposed accountability measures that seek to boost educational outcomes. All of these policy initiatives have
contended with the existing political regime within Alexandria, at times forcing it to a breaking point, and at
other times reconstructing it. All the while, the local expectations and governing realities of administrators,
parents, politicians, and voters have sharply constrained federal initiatives, limiting their scope when in
conflict with local commitments and amplifying them when they align.

Through an extensive use of local archives, contemporary accounts, school data, and interviews, Douglas S.
Reed not only paints an intimate portrait of the conflicts that the federal schoolhouse's creation has wrought
in Alexandria, but also documents the successes of the federal commitment to greater educational
opportunity. In so doing, he highlights the complexity of the American education state and the centrality of
local regimes and local historical context to federal educational reform efforts.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin White:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important normally. The book Building the Federal Schoolhouse: Localism and the American
Education State (Studies in Postwar American Political Development) has been making you to know about
other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
guide Building the Federal Schoolhouse: Localism and the American Education State (Studies in Postwar
American Political Development) is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship using the book Building the Federal Schoolhouse: Localism and the American Education State
(Studies in Postwar American Political Development). You never truly feel lose out for everything in case
you read some books.

John Wilson:

This Building the Federal Schoolhouse: Localism and the American Education State (Studies in Postwar
American Political Development) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh,
you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This Building the
Federal Schoolhouse: Localism and the American Education State (Studies in Postwar American Political
Development) without we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry Building the Federal Schoolhouse: Localism and the American Education State
(Studies in Postwar American Political Development) can bring whenever you are and not make your bag
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Building the Federal Schoolhouse: Localism and the American Education State (Studies in Postwar
American Political Development) having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Randal Gore:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience
happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Building the Federal
Schoolhouse: Localism and the American Education State (Studies in Postwar American Political
Development) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.



Rachel Morris:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Building the Federal Schoolhouse: Localism and the American Education
State (Studies in Postwar American Political Development) this reserve consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles
that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes
this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.
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