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The book Jazzmen (1939) claimed New Orleans as the birthplace of jazz and introduced the legend of Buddy
Bolden as the "First Man of Jazz." Much of the information that the book relied on came from a highly
controversial source: Bunk Johnson. He claimed to have played with Bolden and that together they had
pioneered jazz.

Johnson made many recordings talking about and playing the music of the Bolden era. These recordings
have been treated with skepticism because of doubts about Johnson's credibility. Using oral histories, the
Jazzmen interview notes, and unpublished archive material, this book confirms that Bunk Johnson did play
with Bolden. This confirmation, in turn, has profound implications for Johnson's recorded legacy in
describing the music of the early years of New Orleans jazz.

New Orleans jazz was different from ragtime in a number of ways. It was a music that was collectively
improvised, and it carried a new tonality--the tonality of the blues. How early jazz musicians improvised
together and how the blues became a part of jazz has until now been a mystery. Part of the reason New
Orleans jazz developed as it did is that all the prominent jazz pioneers, including Buddy Bolden, Bunk
Johnson, Louis Armstrong, Sidney Bechet, Johnny Dodds, and Kid Ory, sang in barbershop (or barroom)
quartets. This book describes in both historical and musical terms how the practices of quartet singing were
converted to the instruments of a jazz band, and how this, in turn, produced collectively improvised, blues-
inflected jazz, that unique sound of New Orleans.
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From reader reviews:

Lila Smith:

The book Creating Jazz Counterpoint: New Orleans, Barbershop Harmony, and the Blues (American Made
Music Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave a very important thing like a book Creating Jazz Counterpoint: New Orleans, Barbershop Harmony,
and the Blues (American Made Music Series)? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book Creating Jazz Counterpoint: New Orleans, Barbershop Harmony, and the Blues (American
Made Music Series) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can appear the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Linda Hill:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Creating Jazz Counterpoint: New Orleans, Barbershop Harmony, and the Blues (American Made
Music Series) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication
then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The
Creating Jazz Counterpoint: New Orleans, Barbershop Harmony, and the Blues (American Made Music
Series) giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details
for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Guadalupe Hauser:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be examine. Creating Jazz Counterpoint: New Orleans, Barbershop Harmony, and the Blues (American
Made Music Series) can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those short spare time
problems.

Vincent Mickens:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read



education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us
novel, comics, along with soon. The Creating Jazz Counterpoint: New Orleans, Barbershop Harmony, and
the Blues (American Made Music Series) will give you new experience in studying a book.
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