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This book will speak to the new human epoch, the Urban Age. A majority of humanity now lives for the first
time in cities. The city, the highest invention of the modern age, is now the human heartland. And yet the
same process that brought us the city and its wonders, modernisation, has also thrown up challenges and
threats, especially climate change, resource depletion, social division and economic insecurity. This book
considers how these threats are encountered and countered in the urban age, focusing on the issue of human
knowledge and self-awareness, just as Hannah Arendt’s influential The Human Condition did half a century
ago. The Human Condition is now The Urban Condition. And it is this condition that will define human
prospects in an age of default and risk.

Gleeson expertly explores the concept through three main themes. The first is an exploration of what defines
the current human condition, especially the expanding cities that are at the heart of an over-consumptive
world economic order. The second exposes and reviews the reawakening of forms of knowledge
(‘naturalism’) that are likely to worsen not improve our comprehension of the crisis. The new ‘science of
urbanism’ in popular new literature exemplifies this dangerous trend. The third and last part of the book
considers prospects for a new urban, and therefore human, dispensation, ‘The Good City’. We must first
journey in our urban vessels through troubled times. But can we now start to plot the way to new shores, to a
safer, more resilient city that provides for human flourishing? The Urban Condition attempts this ideal,
conceiving a new urbanism based on the old idea of self-limitation.

The Urban Condition is an original, timely book that reconsiders and redeploys Arendt’s famous notion of
The Human Condition in an age of cities and risk. It brings together several important strands of human
consideration, urbanisation, climate threat, resource depletion, economic default and critical knowledge and
weaves them into a new analysis of the times. It also looks to a future that is nearly with us?of changed
climate, resource scarcity and economic stress. The book journeys into these troubled times, proposing the
idea of Lifeboat Cities as a way of thinking about the human journey to come
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From reader reviews:

Benita Eldridge:

The book The Urban Condition (Questioning Cities) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Urban Condition
(Questioning Cities)? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that
you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Urban Condition
(Questioning Cities) has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Cierra Persaud:

Typically the book The Urban Condition (Questioning Cities) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after scanning this book.

Holly Sheehan:

Exactly why? Because this The Urban Condition (Questioning Cities) is an unordinary book that the inside
of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this
book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content
inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Kirk Thomas:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. With this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the The Urban Condition (Questioning Cities) when you necessary it?
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