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Why do we need new art? How free is the artist in making? And why is the artist, and particularly the poet, a
figure of freedom in Western culture? The MacArthur Award–winning poet and critic Susan Stewart ponders
these questions in The Poet’s Freedom. Through a series of evocative essays, she not only argues that
freedom is necessary to making and is itself something made, but also shows how artists give rules to their
practices and model a self-determination that might serve in other spheres of work.

Stewart traces the ideas of freedom and making through insightful readings of an array of Western
philosophers and poets—Plato, Homer, Marx, Heidegger, Arendt, Dante, and Coleridge are among her key
sources. She begins by considering the theme of making in the Hebrew Scriptures, examining their accountof
a god who creates the world and leaves humans free to rearrange and reform the materials of nature. She
goes on to follow the force of moods, sounds, rhythms, images, metrical rules, rhetorical traditions, the traps
of the passions, and the nature of language in the cycle of making and remaking. Throughout the book she
weaves the insight that the freedom to reverse any act of artistic making is as essential as the freedom to
create.
 
A book about the pleasures of making and thinking as means of life, The Poet’s Freedom explores and
celebrates the freedom of artists who, working under finite conditions, make considered choices and shape
surprising consequences. This engaging and beautifully written notebook on making will attract anyone
interested in the creation of art and literature.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Huitt:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Poet's Freedom: A
Notebook on Making is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Joseph Cash:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be smart
in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can help
persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Poet's Freedom: A Notebook on Making book as
this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees
there is no doubt in it as you know.

Alita Schmidt:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy your
short space of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be read. The
Poet's Freedom: A Notebook on Making can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who
have those short free time problems.

Marjorie Calhoun:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This book The Poet's Freedom: A Notebook on Making was filled about science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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