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For millions of moviegoers unable to see the original stage version of West Side Story, director Robert Wise's
adaptation was a cinematic gift that brought a Broadway hit to a mass audience.

Ernesto Acevedo-Muñoz argues that Wise's film was not only hugely popular, but that it was also an artistic
triumph that marked an important departure in the history of American movie making.

With a score by Leonard Bernstein and choreography by Jerome Robbins, this update of the Romeo and
Juliet story remains one of the most revered and highly popular American movie musicals, with only Singin'
in the Rain ranking higher in the AFI's list of the best of the genre. Acevedo-Muñoz draws on previously
unreleased production documents—from interoffice memos to annotations on the director's script—to go
beyond publicity accounts and provide an inside look at this critically acclaimed film classic, offering details
of its filming that have never before been published.

From location scouting to scripting to casting to filming, Acevedo-Muñoz focuses on little-known details of
the actual production. He provides close analyses of dramatic sequences and musical numbers, emphasizing
the film's technical innovations and its visual and aural coding as a means for defining character and theme.
He carefully explains the differences between Broadway and film versions, exposing censorship and creative
issues that the filmmakers were forced to confront. And taking readers behind the cameras, he highlights the
creative differences and financial difficulties that led to the departure of Robbins—who had conceived and
directed the stage version—long before filming was complete.

Acevedo-Muñoz makes a strong case for the film's daring vision in combining music, dance, dialogue, and
visual elements—especially color—in highly creative ways, while also addressing the social, racial, and
class tensions of American society. Drawing on his own Puerto Rican heritage, he provides a Hispanic
perspective on the cultural aspects of the story and explores the ways in which the film's portrayal of Puerto
Rican identity is neither as transparent nor as negative as some critics have charged.

Bursting with facts, insights, and inside stories, this book boasts a wealth of material that has never been
explored before in print. Both history and homage, it is a must for scholar and buff alike.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Daniels:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this West Side Story as Cinema:
The Making and Impact of an American Masterpiece (CultureAmerica) book as this book offers you rich
data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Rebecca Bailey:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love West Side Story as Cinema: The Making and
Impact of an American Masterpiece (CultureAmerica), you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination
right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What?
Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Cassandra Sanderson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be
examine. West Side Story as Cinema: The Making and Impact of an American Masterpiece
(CultureAmerica) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short time
problems.

Dina Hirsch:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide West Side Story as Cinema: The Making and Impact of an American
Masterpiece (CultureAmerica) was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge
about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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