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Infectious Ideas is a comparative analysis of how Muslim and Christian scholars explained the transmission
of disease in the premodern Mediterranean world.

How did religious communities respond to and make sense of epidemic disease? To answer this, historian
Justin K. Stearns looks at how Muslim and Christian communities conceived of contagion, focusing
especially on the Iberian Peninsula in the aftermath of the Black Death. What Stearns discovers calls into
question recent scholarship on Muslim and Christian reactions to the plague and leprosy.

Stearns shows that rather than universally reject the concept of contagion, as most scholars have affirmed,
Muslim scholars engaged in creative and rational attempts to understand it. He explores how Christian
scholars used the metaphor of contagion to define proper and safe interactions with heretics, Jews, and
Muslims, and how contagion itself denoted phenomena as distinct as the evil eye and the effects of corrupted
air. Stearns argues that at the heart of the work of both Muslims and Christians, although their approaches
differed, was a desire to protect the physical and spiritual health of their respective communities.

Based on Stearns's analysis of Muslim and Christian legal, theological, historical, and medical texts in
Arabic, Medieval Castilian, and Latin, Infectious Ideas is the first book to offer a comparative discussion of
concepts of contagion in the premodern Mediterranean world.
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From reader reviews:

Mandy Conway:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Infectious
Ideas: Contagion in Premodern Islamic and Christian Thought in the Western Mediterranean book as
beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Carol Smith:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress from
both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare time
coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is actually Infectious Ideas: Contagion in Premodern Islamic and Christian Thought in the Western
Mediterranean.

Erin Kizer:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer can be Infectious Ideas: Contagion in Premodern Islamic and Christian Thought in the
Western Mediterranean why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will
not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Cheryl Cooley:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Infectious Ideas: Contagion in
Premodern Islamic and Christian Thought in the Western Mediterranean can be the answer, oh how comes?
It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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