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The civil rights struggle was convulsing the nation, its violence broadcast into every living room. Against
this fraught background, Sidney Poitier emerged as an image of dignity, discipline, and moral authority. Here
was the picture-perfect black man, helping German nuns build a chapel in The Lilies of the Field and
overcoming the prejudices of recalcitrant students in To Sir with Love, a redneck sheriff in In the Heat of the
Night, and a prospective father-in-law in Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner. In his characters’ restrained
responses to white people’s ignorance and bad behavior, Poitier represented racial reconciliation and
reciprocal respect—the “Poitier effect” that Sharon Willis traces through cinema and television from the civil
rights era to our own.

The Poitier effect, in Willis’s account, is a function of white wishful thinking about race relations. It
represents a dream of achieving racial reconciliation and equality without any substantive change to the
white world. This notion of change without change conforms smoothly with a fantasy of colorblindness, a
culture in which difference makes no difference. Willis demonstrates how Poitier’s embodiment of such a
fantasy figures in the popular cinema of the civil rights era—and reasserts itself in recent melodramas such
as The Long Walk Home, Pleasantville, Far from Heaven, and The Help.

From change without change to change we can believe in, her book reveals how the Poitier effect,
complicated by contemporary ideas about feminism, sexuality, and privilege, continues to inform our
collective memory as well as our visions of a postracial society.
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From reader reviews:

Sara Burns:

This book untitled The Poitier Effect: Racial Melodrama and Fantasies of Reconciliation to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on
it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Jeremy Gable:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Poitier Effect: Racial Melodrama and Fantasies of
Reconciliation can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

William Quesada:

This The Poitier Effect: Racial Melodrama and Fantasies of Reconciliation is great e-book for you because
the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can point
out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having The Poitier Effect: Racial Melodrama and Fantasies of Reconciliation in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Linda Justice:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
in addition native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As
we know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. By the book The Poitier Effect: Racial Melodrama and Fantasies of Reconciliation we can
consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book.
Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by
this book The Poitier Effect: Racial Melodrama and Fantasies of Reconciliation. You can more desirable
than now.
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