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Opera is the fastest growing of all the performing arts, attracting audiences of all ages who are enthralled by
the gorgeous music, vivid drama, and magnificent production values. If you've decided that the time has
finally come to learn about opera and discover for yourself what it is about opera that sends your normally
reserved friends into states of ecstatic abandon, this is the book for you. Opera 101 is recognized as the
standard text in English for anyone who wants to become an opera lover--a clear, friendly, and truly
complete handbook to learning how to listen to opera, whether on the radio, on recordings, or live at the
opera house. Fred Plotkin, an internationally respected writer and teacher about opera who for many years
was performance manager of the Metropolitan Opera, introduces the reader (whatever his or her level of
musical knowledge) to all the elements that make up opera, including:

A brief, entertaining history of opera;●

An explanation of key operatic concepts, from vocal types to musical conventions;●

Hints on the best way to approach the first opera you attend and how to best understand what is happening●

both offstage and on;
Lists of recommended books and recordings, and the most complete traveler's guide to opera houses around●

the world.

The major part of Opera 101 is devoted to an almost minute-by-minute analysis of eleven key operas,
ranging from Verdi's thunderous masterpiece Rigoletto and Puccini's electrifying Tosca through works by
Mozart, Donizetti, Rossini, Offenbach, Tchaikovsky, and Wagner, to the psychological complexities of
Richard Strauss's Elektra. Once you have completed Opera 101, you will be prepared to see and hear any
opera you encounter, thanks to this book's unprecedentedly detailed and enjoyable method of revealing the
riches of opera.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Hudson:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Opera 101: A Complete
Guide to Learning and Loving Opera is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Nichelle Shive:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Opera 101: A Complete Guide to Learning and Loving Opera book is
readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer connected with Opera 101: A Complete Guide to Learning and Loving Opera content conveys
objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Opera 101: A Complete Guide to Learning and
Loving Opera is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Gregorio Leslie:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Opera 101: A Complete Guide to Learning and Loving Opera
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Michael Parker:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Opera 101: A Complete Guide to Learning
and Loving Opera or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great
a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve,
any other book likes Opera 101: A Complete Guide to Learning and Loving Opera to make your spare time
far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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