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The Ch’ol Maya who live in the western Mexican state of Chiapas are direct descendants of the Maya of the
Classic period. Exploring their history and culture, volume editor Karen Bassie-Sweet and the other authors
assembled here uncover clear continuity between contemporary Maya rituals and beliefs and their ancient
counterparts.

With evocative and thoughtful essays by leading scholars of Maya culture, The Ch’ol Maya of Chiapas, the
first collection to focus fully on the Ch’ol Maya, takes readers deep into ancient caves and reveals new
dimensions of Ch’ol cosmology. In contemporary Ch’ol culture the contributors find a wealth of historical
material that they then interweave with archaeological data to yield surprising and illuminating insights. The
colonial and twentieth-century descendants of the Postclassic period Ch’ol and Lacandon Ch’ol, for instance,
provide a window on the history and conquest of the early Maya. Several authors examine Early Classic
paintings in the Ch’ol ritual cave known as Jolja that document ancient cave ceremonies not unlike Ch’ol
rituals performed today, such as petitioning a cave-dwelling mountain spirit for health, rain, and abundant
harvests.

Other essays investigate deities identified with caves, mountains, lightning, and meteors to trace the
continuity of ancient Maya beliefs through the centuries, in particular the ancient origin of contemporary
rituals centering on the Ch’ol mountain deity Don Juan. An appendix containing three Ch’ol folktales and
their English translations rounds out the volume.

Charting paths literal and figurative to earlier trade routes, pre-Columbian sites, and ancient rituals and
beliefs, The Ch’ol Maya of Chiapas opens a fresh, richly informed perspective on Maya culture as it has
evolved and endured over the ages.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Duncan:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book The Ch'ol Maya of Chiapas will make
you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of
you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may
be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Irma Chavez:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their expertise
in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this The Ch'ol
Maya of Chiapas.

Ronna Rutledge:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing video
games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read some sort of
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire day to
reading a reserve. The book The Ch'ol Maya of Chiapas it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have
enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Verna Hibbard:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Ch'ol Maya of Chiapas
that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the
world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction
of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all
of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your
good habit, you are able to pick The Ch'ol Maya of Chiapas become your personal starter.
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