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There is no better way to see America than on foot. And there is no better way to appreciate what you are
looking at than with a walking tour. Whether you are preparing for a road trip or just out to look at your own
town in a new way, a downloadable walking tour is ready to explore when you are.

Each walking tour describes historical and architectural landmarks and provides pictures to help out when
those pesky street addresses are missing. Every tour also includes a quick primer on identifying architectural
styles seen on American streets.

The first vision anyone had for the development of the barrier island across Biscayne Bay was as a coconut
farm. Charles and Henry Lum bought up land in what would one day be known as South Beach and built the
first house on the island in 1886. About 10 years later Henry Flagler's great Florida East Coast Railway
rolled into the area and entrepreneurs began to see that the island's 15 miles of sparkling white sand beaches
might be put to a better use than as a cocunut grove.

John Collins, Carl Fisher, and brothers John N. and James E. Lummus, began gobbling up land on the island
around 1910 and in 1915 they incorporated the town and created the city of Miami Beach. The 1920s
brought the first tidal wave of money onto the island. Titans of industry with names such as Firestone and
Penney and Champion built mansions on what would come to be known as Millionaire's Row. A trolley
linked Miami Beach to the mainland. Pastimes for the wealthy northern visitors such as a golf course and
greyhound racing were established. By the end of the decade Miami Beach was entrenched as one of the
great American beach resort towns.

The hotels and surrounding structures that went up to accommodate this tourist trade were designed to foster
Miami Beach's image as a "tropical playground." In the 1920s most of the buildings were fashioned in an
Old World Mediterranean style that was guaranteed to appear exotic to the denizens of crowded industrial
cities up north. In the 1930s the architecture shifted to the fanciful Art Deco style with buildings dressed in
vibrant colors and illuminated in stylish neon. Miami Beach has the largest collection of Art Deco
architecture in the world.

In 1979 Miami Beach's Art Deco Historic District was listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
There are more than 800 contributing structures in the district including hotels, apartments and other
structures, most raised between 1923 and 1943. We will see more than 50 on our walking tour, all decked out
with variations of sleek curves, eyebrow windows, glass blocks, spires, ship-like railings, gleaming chrome,
porthole windows and other imaginative affectations. But before we start looking at buildings we'll begin on
a strip of land that has been a park for almost 100 years and where you can see something more famous than
Miami Beach's Art Deco hotels - the beach...
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From reader reviews:

Ernie Swisher:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed A Walking Tour of
Miami Beach, Florida (Look Up, America!)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have different opinion?

Maria Gardner:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline A Walking Tour of
Miami Beach, Florida (Look Up, America!) suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer
in this era. Typically the book untitled A Walking Tour of Miami Beach, Florida (Look Up, America!)is the
one of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you
read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their idea
in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will
give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world
with this book.

Janice Wilham:

The publication untitled A Walking Tour of Miami Beach, Florida (Look Up, America!) is the reserve that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually.
The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of A Walking Tour of Miami Beach, Florida
(Look Up, America!) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Amanda Doss:

A Walking Tour of Miami Beach, Florida (Look Up, America!) can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing A Walking Tour
of Miami Beach, Florida (Look Up, America!) but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.
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