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This magnificent book is a gallery of words and images that celebrates the sister arts of poetry and painting.
John Hollander, the eminent poet and critic, has selected more than fifty works of art--paintings, prints,
drawings, photographs, and sculptures from antiquity to the present--and matched them to poems that
address the same images in their verses. The result is an illuminating and ingeniously organized chronicle of
words and images in conversation, as well as a powerful introduction to how, across Western culture, great
writers have been inspired by pictures.

The Gazer's Spirit focuses on leading examples of ecphrastic poetry, or poems that directly confront
particular works of art. Hollander, who is one of the most distinguished contemporary practitioners of the
ecphrastic tradition, has crafted a survey of enormous range, taste, and depth, from the Renaissance to the
twentieth century. The heart of the book is its gallery of poems and images set side by side.

There are poems whose presence in this book is all but inevitable, such as Auden's "Musee des Beaux Arts"
paired with Breugel the Elder's Landscape with the Fall of Icarus, and delightful surprises, such as Edith
Wharton's sonnet that casts fresh light on Leonardo's Mona Lisa. Here are Robert Browning and
Michelangelo; Walt Whitman and George Inness; and Randall Jarrell and Albrecht Dürer writing and
drawing about The Knight, Death and the Devil.

Among the poets are many visually sophisticated writers such as James Merrill, Richard Howard, Marianne
Moore, and Richard Wilbur; the visual objects in the book are both celebrated and obscure, as various as a
Greek sculplture, a medieval tapestry, a famous Renoir, or a fountain by an anonymous architect. In some
cases, obvious affinities, such as a poem by Vicki Hearne on a white horse by Gauguin, produce unexpected
poetic results.
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From reader reviews:

Amber Weitz:

The book The Gazer's Spirit: Poems Speaking to Silent Works of Art make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a
book The Gazer's Spirit: Poems Speaking to Silent Works of Art being your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like start and read a publication The Gazer's Spirit: Poems Speaking to Silent Works
of Art. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this reserve?

Richard Holeman:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
large amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of
activity are you experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can
unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is definitely The Gazer's Spirit: Poems Speaking to Silent Works of Art.

Sheila Davis:

Beside this The Gazer's Spirit: Poems Speaking to Silent Works of Art in your phone, it could give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have The Gazer's Spirit: Poems Speaking to Silent Works of Art because this book
offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's all about.
Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it
from currently!

Michael Spicer:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you know
that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually The Gazer's Spirit: Poems Speaking
to Silent Works of Art.
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