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“The Lives They Left Behind is a deeply moving testament to the human side of mental illness, and of the
narrow margin which so often separates the sane from the mad.  It is a remarkable portrait, too, of the life of
a psychiatric asylum--the sort of community in which, for better and for worse, hundreds of thousands of
people lived out their lives. Darby Penney and Peter Stastny's careful historical (almost archaeological) and
biographical reconstructions give us unique insight into these lives which would otherwise be lost and,
indeed, unimaginable to the rest of us.”—Oliver Sacks, M.D., Professor of Neurology and Psychiatry,
Columbia University Medical Center, Columbia University Artist, and author of Musicophilia

“The haunting thing about the suitcase owners is that it’s so easy to identify with them.”—Newsweek

“In their poignant detail the items helped rescue these individuals from the dark sprawl of anonymity.”—The
New York Times

“[The authors] spent 10 years piecing together . . . the lives these patients lived before they were
nightmarishly stripped of their identities.”—Newsday

More than four hundred abandoned suitcases filled with patients’ belongings were found when Willard
Psychiatric Center closed in 1995 after 125 years of operation. They are skillfully examined here and
compared to the written record to create a moving—and devastating—group portrait of twentieth-century
American psychiatric care.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Grogan:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book The Lives They Left Behind:
Suitcases from a State Hospital Attic will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited
book with you?

Margaret Holt:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take The Lives They Left Behind: Suitcases from a State Hospital
Attic as the daily resource information.

Thelma Cobb:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
The Lives They Left Behind: Suitcases from a State Hospital Attic.

Jerry Brower:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
the entire day to reading a book. The book The Lives They Left Behind: Suitcases from a State Hospital
Attic it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy



the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to
fund but this book has high quality.
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