
The Book of Jerry Falwell: Fundamentalist
Language and Politics.

Susan Friend Harding

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0691089582
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0691089582
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0691089582


The Book of Jerry Falwell: Fundamentalist Language and
Politics.

Susan Friend Harding

The Book of Jerry Falwell: Fundamentalist Language and Politics. Susan Friend Harding

National polls show that approximately 50 million adult Americans are born-again Christians. Yet most
Americans see their culture as secular, and the United States is viewed around the world as a secular nation.
Further, intellectuals and journalists often portray born-again Christians, despite their numbers, as outsiders
who endanger public life. But is American culture really so neatly split between the religious and the
secular? Is America as "modern" and is born-again Christian religious belief as "pre-modern" as many think?

In the 1980s, born-again Christians burst into the political arena with stunning force. Gone was the image of
"old-fashioned" fundamentalism and its anti-worldly, separatist philosophy. Under the leadership of the
Reverend Jerry Falwell and allied preachers, millions broke taboos in place since the Scopes trial
constraining their interaction with the public world. They claimed new cultural territory and refashioned
themselves in the public arena. Here was a dynamic body of activists with an evangelical vision of social
justice, organized under the rubric of the "Moral Majority."

Susan Harding, a cultural anthropologist, set out in the 1980s to understand the significance of this new
cultural movement. The result, this long-awaited book, presents the most original and thorough examination
of Christian fundamentalism to date. Falwell and his co-pastors were the pivotal figures in the movement. It
is on them that Harding focuses, and, in particular, their use of the Bible's language. She argues that this
language is the medium through which born-again Christians, individual and collective, come to understand
themselves as Christians. And it is inside this language that much of the born-again movement took place.
Preachers like Falwell command a Bible-based poetics of great complexity, variety, creativity, and force,
and, with it, attempt to mold their churches into living testaments of the Bible. Harding focuses on the
words--sermons, speeches, books, audiotapes, and television broadcasts--of individual preachers, particularly
Falwell, as they rewrote their Bible-based tradition to include, rather than exclude, intense worldly
engagement. As a result of these efforts, born-again Christians recast themselves as a people not separated
from but engaged in making history. The Book of Jerry Falwell is a fascinating work of cultural analysis, a
rare account that takes fundamentalist Christianity on its own terms and deepens our understanding of both
religion and the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Imes:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book The Book of Jerry Falwell: Fundamentalist
Language and Politics. will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with
you?

Annie Fowler:

Beside this particular The Book of Jerry Falwell: Fundamentalist Language and Politics. in your phone, it
can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will
got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It
is good thing to have The Book of Jerry Falwell: Fundamentalist Language and Politics. because this book
offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book
and also read it from today!

Maureen Smiley:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Book of Jerry Falwell: Fundamentalist
Language and Politics. can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these books
have than the others?

Tammy Dorris:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Book of Jerry Falwell:
Fundamentalist Language and Politics. to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill
of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for
you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the publication The Book of Jerry Falwell:
Fundamentalist Language and Politics. can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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