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Based on previously classified documents and on interviews with former secret police officers and ordinary
citizens, The Firm is the first comprehensive history of East Germany's secret police, the Stasi, at the
grassroots level.

Focusing on Gransee and Perleberg, two East German districts located north of Berlin, Gary Bruce reveals
how the Stasi monitored small-town East Germany. He paints an eminently human portrait of those involved
with this repressive arm of the government, featuring interviews with former officers that uncover a wide
array of personalities, from devoted ideologues to reluctant opportunists, most of whom talked frankly about
East Germany's obsession with surveillance. Their paths after the collapse of Communism are gripping
stories of resurrection and despair, of renewal and demise, of remorse and continued adherence to the
movement. The book also sheds much light on the role of the informant, the Stasi's most important tool in
these out-of-the-way areas.

Providing on-the-ground empirical evidence of how the Stasi operated on a day-to-day basis with ordinary
people, this remarkable volume offers an unparalleled picture of life in a totalitarian state.
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From reader reviews:

Derek Wire:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the The Firm: The Inside Story of the Stasi (Oxford Oral
History Series) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Livia Wilder:

This book untitled The Firm: The Inside Story of the Stasi (Oxford Oral History Series) to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from
your list.

Charles Adams:

Beside this kind of The Firm: The Inside Story of the Stasi (Oxford Oral History Series) in your phone, it
might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge
you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have The Firm: The Inside Story of the Stasi (Oxford Oral History Series)
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the
item? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Kristin Sayler:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book The Firm: The Inside Story of the Stasi
(Oxford Oral History Series) to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability
is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a
book and examine it. Beside that the publication The Firm: The Inside Story of the Stasi (Oxford Oral
History Series) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of the time.
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