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In Love, Sex & Tragedy Simon Goldhill lifts the veil on our inheritance of classical traditions and offers a
witty, engrossing survey of the Greek and Roman roots of everything from our overwhelming mania for
"hard bodies" to our political systems. Encompassing Karl Marx, Clark Gable, George W. Bush, Oscar
Wilde, and Sigmund Freud, Goldhill takes great delight in tracing both follies and fundamental philosophical
questions through the centuries and continents to the birthplace of Western civilization as we know it.
Underlying his brisk and learned excursions through history and art is the foundational belief, following
Cicero, that learning about the classics makes a critical difference to our self-understanding. Whether we are
considering the role of religion in contemporary society, our expectations about the boundaries between
public and private life, or even how we spend our free time, recognizing the role of the classics is integral to
our comprehension of modern life and our place in it.

"Confident, intelligent and assertive; [Love, Sex & Tragedy] stands up for 'classics' without apology, without
snobbishness and without conservatism."—Oliver Taplin, Guardian

"Goldhill . . . takes us through the looking glass into antiquity and shows us some of the sights that he thinks
most interesting and informative. . . . Anyone who goes on the journey will be amused, surprised, and
enlightened."—Mary K. Lefkowitz, New York Sun

"A passionate, witty, and broad-ranging exploration of the ancient foundations of our world. . . . There is a
widening gap between our perceptions and the ancient sources. Goldhill closes that gap with this lively and
multi-layered challenge to assumptions embedded in modern life."—Lizzie Speller, Observer
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From reader reviews:

Richard Reid:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be go
through. Love, Sex & Tragedy: How the Ancient World Shapes Our Lives can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Antonia Parham:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Love, Sex & Tragedy: How the Ancient
World Shapes Our Lives is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well
as soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Cynthia Briscoe:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Love, Sex
& Tragedy: How the Ancient World Shapes Our Lives which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's see.

Joe Garner:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Love, Sex & Tragedy: How the Ancient
World Shapes Our Lives was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Love, Sex & Tragedy: How the Ancient World Shapes Our Lives has many kinds or genre. Start from kids
until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy,
fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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