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From this experience, Lawrence J. Ouellet has the advantage of a rare perspective and a profound
understanding of the two fundamental questions he asks in this book: Why do truck drivers work so hard
even when it doesn't result in more money or other material gains? and How do truckers make sense of their
behavior to themselves and to the outside world?

A vivid ethnography of trucking culture, Pedal to the Metal documents and analyzes truckers' lives and work
ethic, exploring the range of identities truckers create for themselves—the renegade cowboy, the company
man, the voyeur, the lone king of the road. To explain truckers' motivations, Ouellet examines the meaning
of work and the motivation for excelling despite long, unsupervised hours on the road. He finds that their
occupational pride results in extraordinary efforts on the job and, subsequently, a positive sense of self.
Driving skill allows truckers to improve their hauling times, which they proudly track to the minute, and to
increase their productivity and income.

Truckers' knowledge of the industry's structure and the idiosyncrasies of their own company allows them to
improve their ability to get and carry out assignments, to maneuver around a traditional concept of rank and
seniority, and to recreate to their advantage the pervasive cultural myths that the public expects should
dictate a trucker's behavior. Whether capturing the pleasure and enchantment of trucking—driving under
moon-lit skies across a snow-covered mountain range—or the miseries of boredom, bad weather, and
exhausting schedules, Ouellet exhibits deep appreciation and passion for his subject.
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From reader reviews:

Scottie Hicks:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed
Pedal To The Metal: The Work Life of Truckers (Labor And Social Change)? Maybe it is to be best activity
for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Fabian Luton:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Pedal To The Metal: The Work Life of Truckers (Labor And Social Change)
book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange
for enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to
you. The writer connected with Pedal To The Metal: The Work Life of Truckers (Labor And Social Change)
content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Pedal To The Metal: The
Work Life of Truckers (Labor And Social Change) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Jeffrey Drake:

The ability that you get from Pedal To The Metal: The Work Life of Truckers (Labor And Social Change) is
a more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Pedal To The Metal: The Work Life of Truckers
(Labor And Social Change) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend
you for having this kind of Pedal To The Metal: The Work Life of Truckers (Labor And Social Change)
instantly.

Fernande Hairston:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Pedal To The Metal: The Work Life
of Truckers (Labor And Social Change) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who



want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Pedal To The Metal: The Work Life of Truckers
(Labor And Social Change) become your current starter.
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